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Learn how Craigslist.com and other websites that post homes for sale by owner 
can be a fast and easy way to get motivated sellers calling you with very little effort. 
 
You’ll discover: 
 

 Part 1: Is craigslist.com the only website with free for sale by owner leads? 
 Part 2: How to approach the for sale by owner lead 

 
To Your Success,  
 
Phil Pustejovsky 

FFFiiinnndddiiinnnggg   SSShhhooorrrttt SSSaaallleeesss ooonnn CCCrrraaaiiigggllliiisssttt 
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COPYRIGHT NOTICES:  All rights reserved.  The original licensed publisher of these 
materials is authorized to use all advertisements and marketing tools in this kit for 
personal use only.  These are copyrighted consulting materials.  Any unauthorized 
transfer of license, use, photocopying, or distribution of these materials to anyone else 
other than the licensed client/purchaser is prohibited and will be prosecuted to the full 
extent of the law.   Published by the Real Estate Leadership Institute. 
 
 
LEGAL NOTICES:  Some suggestions made in this publication concerning marketing 
and advertising may be subject to varying regulatory laws in your state or municipality. 
Purchaser assumes responsibility for use of all materials in this publication and adherence 
to all applicable laws governing business practices, agency relationships, and any real 
estate transactions engaged through the use of these materials. 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative 
information in regard to the subject matter covered.  It is sold with the understanding that 
the publisher is not engaged in rendering business, accounting, or other professional 
service.  If business advice or other expert assistance is required, the service of a 
competent professional person should be sought. 
 
 
Without limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, no part of this publication 
may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form, or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise), 
without the prior written permission of both the copyright owner and the above publisher 
of this book. 
 
 
The following is from the Declaration of Principles jointly adopted by a Committee of 
American Bar Association and a Committee of Publishers.  
 
 

“This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information in 
regard to the subject matter covered.  It is sold with the understanding that the 
publisher is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or other professional 
service.  If legal advice or other expert assistance is required, the services of a 
competent professional person should be sought.”  
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Part 1: Is Craigslist.com the only website with free for sale by owner leads? 

 

No.  Craigslist.com is not the only one.  Another great website to bookmark is 

BackPage.com.  Both of these sites are very similar and very popular.  You can find tons 

of potential short sales at these two places. 

 

From the Craigslist.com home page, you want to start by clicking on your city, or 

the city closest to you.  Then, under the heading “housing” click on the link “real estate 

for sale”.  It should be towards the top in the middle of the page.  Then once you click on 

“real estate for sale”, at the top of the next page, you will see a search bar where you can 

narrow down your for sale by owner search.  Choose from the drop down menu “real 

estate – by owner” since you want to communicate directly with the homeowner and then 

hit search.  All of the ‘for sale by owners’ will appear below in order of who has posted 

their ad most recently. 

 

For BackPage.com home page, you want to start by clicking on your city, or the 

city closest to you.  Then, under the heading “real estate”, click on the link 

“house/condo”.  Once on this page, you will see a search bar at the top.  Type into the 

‘search for’ space the phrase “for sale by owner”, then hit search.  All of the ‘for sale by 

owners’ will appear below in order of who has posted their ad most recently. 

 



SHORT SALES Step by Step                                                                                               . 
Finding Short Sales on Craigslist.com 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Copyright © MMIX – Real Estate Leadership Institute.  All Rights Reserved                                    Page 4 

Part 2: How to Approach the For Sale by Owner Lead 

 

You can approach the ‘for sale by owner’ lead the same way, whether on 

Craigslist.com or on BackPage.com.  Click on the most recent lead first and then locate 

the “replay to:” link just below the title.  It should look like this: 

 

Reply to: hous-1003374678@craigslist.org  (for Craigslist.com)  

Reply: click here (for BackPage.com) 

 

When you click on the link, it will bring up your email on your computer.  Use the 

following email: 

 

Hello, 

I saw your ad online about selling your house.  If you would like to get rid of your 

home immediately, give me a call on my cell phone at 555-555-5555.  I’m an investor 

and may be able to purchase your property very quickly.  In fact, I specialize in buying 

property from people who owe as much or more than their property is worth. 

Feel free also to email me back if you can’t reach me by phone.  Look forward to 

speaking with you.      

 

Sincerely, 

Your Name 

 


